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AXEON AND RICARDO COLLABORATE ON BATTERY SYSTEM FOR PLUG-IN EUROPEAN CAR 
 
A European automotive manufacturer has sought the expertise of UK-based lithium-ion energy systems 
supplier, Axeon, and automotive technology, innovation and systems integration provider, Ricardo, to 
supply and integrate an advanced, lightweight battery pack for a pioneering plug-in hybrid vehicle, which 
is guaranteed to grab worldwide headlines when it is launched. 
 
British company Axeon and the international Ricardo group are firmly positioned amongst Europe’s 
foremost experts in electric vehicle propulsion technology. The plug-in hybrid vehicle, from an established 
European brand, will feature an advanced, bespoke Axeon battery system that leverages advanced 
Nanophosphate™ lithium iron cells from A123 Systems. The team is developing a world-class solution for 
this application, featuring an ultra-lightweight, liquid-cooled battery pack and a development of the 
Ricardo’s Battery Management System incorporating active cell balancing. Ricardo will engineer the pack 
including all aspects of the mechanical, electrical/electronic hardware and software, including thermal 
design considerations and safety. Axeon will subsequently assume full responsibility for a full test and 
validation programme, production and supply.  
 
“It’s difficult to think of a more demanding application or client for our skills, so we were delighted to have 
been selected to play such a key role in this development programme” said Lawrence Berns, CEO of 
Axeon. 
 
Berns added, “This car will transform thinking about hybrid cars in every area, especially performance. 
Our technology will play a key role, underlining our prowess in this competitive field and showing that 
hybrids can also offer significant advances to performance as well as environmental benefits”. 
 
“This is an exciting project which builds upon Ricardo’s longstanding and highly successful relationship 
with Axeon which has already seen our companies collaborate on Technology Strategy Board part-
funded research which has helped us jointly develop aspects of the technology to be deployed in this 
programme,” said Richard Wenham, Ricardo director of Intelligent Transport Systems.  
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About Axeon  
 
Axeon is one of Europe’s foremost producers of Li-ion battery systems for electric vehicles (EVs) and 
Hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs).  Axeon’s battery and charger systems are designed and manufactured to 
full automotive standards, incorporating all the exacting requirements of packaging design, cooling and 
electronics and vehicle integration. Axeon works with many of the world’s most advanced cell 
manufacturers. Currently Axeon’s EV batteries give a range of up to 140 miles from a single charge, with 
stored capacity ranging from 5 kWh to 180 kWh.  Axeon’s Battery Management System is a market-
leading technology for managing lithium-ion batteries, delivering safe, durable performance. 
 
Axeon’s mainland European business designs and manufactures batteries and battery management 
systems for portable power tools and innovative mobile power solutions.  
 
Axeon is fully owned by AG Holding Ltd, which is backed by funds managed by Ironshield Capital 
Management LLP. 
 
For more information, please see www.axeon.com 
 
 
About Ricardo plc 
 
With technical centres and offices in the UK, USA, Germany, the Czech Republic, France, Italy, Russia, 
China, Japan, India and Korea, Ricardo is a leading independent technology provider and strategic 
consultant to the world’s transportation sector and clean energy industries. The company’s engineering 
expertise ranges from vehicle systems integration, controls, electronics and software development, to the 
latest driveline and transmission systems and gasoline, diesel, hybrid and fuel cell powertrain 
technologies, as well as wind energy and tidal power systems. Ricardo is committed to excellence and 
industry leadership in people, technology and knowledge; approximately 70 per cent of its employees are 
highly qualified multi-disciplined professional engineers and technicians. A public company, Ricardo plc 
posted sales of £178.8 million in financial year 2009 and is a constituent of the FTSE techMark 100 index 
– a group of innovative technology companies listed on the London Stock Exchange.  
 
For more information, visit www.ricardo.com.  
 


